December 9, 2005

The Honorable Judd Gregg, Chair The Honorable Pete Domenici, Chair

Budget Committee Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Kent Conrad The Honorable Jeff Bingaman

Ranking Member Ranking Member

Budget Committee Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators:

The undersigned national, regional, and local organizations, representing millions of human-
powered recreationists, urge you to oppose the mining provisions in the Budget Reconciliation
Bill (HR 4241), that if passed into law will result in an unprecedented sell-off of public lands.

We strongly oppose the giveaway and privatization of our treasured public lands and the
controversial proposals that threaten natural resources and recreation opportunities enjoyed by
tens of millions of Americans. The ill-conceived mining subtitle in HR 4241 would open up
hundreds of millions of acres of federal land for sale to corporate interests and have a devastating
impact on popular recreation destinations and trailsin many areas across the West, including the
Sierra Nevada and Rocky Mountains, desert Southwest, Alaska, and many other places. We urge
you to help prevent its passage.

Once sold, these lands—which belong to the American people and are enjoyed by millions who
hike, camp, paddle, climb, birdwatch, mountain bike, horseback ride, cross-country ski, and
snowshoe—would become off limits for recreational uses. More than 150 million Americans
participate in these and other outdoor recreation activities every year, and they turn to our
national parks, forests, and public lands for their scenic landscapes, clean air and water, and to
experience solitude and inspiration.

Disguised as a budgetary measure and an attempt to promote economic devel opment, the subtitle
would worsen the already weak and antiquated Mining Law of 1872 and allow anyone—
including real estate developers and oil and gas companies—to purchase our American heritage
for any reason, without regard for other important public uses such as recreation.

Corporations would not even be required to prove discovery of avauable mineral deposit or even
perform amineral examination. By simply claiming an interest in mining an area and paying a
small fee, companies could buy public lands for private use, exposing hundreds of millions acres
of federal land to privatization and potential commercial devel opment.

The mining subtitle in the Budget Reconciliation Bill will restrict access to public lands that
countless Americans use and depend on to experience our rivers, climbing areas, and hiking and
biking trails—with no public input from the recreational users that frequent these special places.
This bill presents avery real and immediate threat to many of our nation’s most cherished natural
resources and the ability of Americansto enjoy our public lands.



We urge you to oppose the mining subtitle in the Budget Reconciliation Bill, and the

controversial proposals that threaten resources and recreation opportunities on our federal public

lands. Thank you for your attention to this urgent and critical issue.

Sincerely,
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